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In	 order	 to	 combat	 many	 of	 these	 difficulties	 ESL	 students	 face,	 EL	 teachers	 employ	




The	 graphic	 organizer	 included	 a	 visual	 depiction	 of	 “The	Retelling	Hand”	 that	 our	 class	
uses	 to	 make	 sure	 we	 include	 all-important	 information	 in	 a	 retell.	 The	 organizer	 also	
assisted	 the	writing	 by	 the	 organizer’s	 inclusion	 of	 key	 retell	 vocabulary	words	 such	 as	
characters,	 setting,	 events,	 problem,	 and	 resolution.	 	 These	words	will	 act	 as	 thought	 or	
sentence	 starters	 for	 student	writing.	 	 In	 addition,	 all	 desks	 had	 a	 chart	 of	 the	 academic	
vocabulary	 transition	words	 (see	Appendix	D)	 of	 chronology	 that	 places	 the	words	 first,	
next,	last,	and	finally	in	sentence	initial	positions,	leaving	students	to	fill	in	the	rest.		These	
scaffolds	provided	assistance	 to	students	solely	 in	 terms	of	 the	sentential	construction	of	
their	retells,	but	did	not	aide	in	contributing	to	the	content	of	a	student’s	own	retell	itself,	




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Paulina	 50.00%				2/4	 33.30%				1/3	 66.60%					2/3	 100.00%			3/3	 61.5%				8/13	
Anthony*	 25.00%				1/4	 0.00%						0/3	 33.30%					1/3	 66.60%						2/3	 30.8	%				4/13	
Jackson	 75.00%				3/4	 66.60%				2/3	 66.60%					2/3	 33.30%						1/3	 61.5%				8/13	
Julian	 75.00%				3/4	 66.60%				2/3	 33.30%					1/3	 100.00%				3/3	 69.2%				9/13	
Angelo	 100.00%		4/4	 33.30%				1/3	 33.30%					1/3	 100.00%				3/3	 69.2%				9/13	
Eleanor*	 25.00%				1/4	 33.30%				1/3	 33.30%					1/3	 100.00%				3/3	 46.1%				6/13	
Jordan*	 50.00%				2/4	 0.00%						0/3	 33.30%					1/3	 33.30%							1/3	 30.8%					4/13	



































Paulina	 75	%					¾	 75	%					3/4	 50	%					2/4	 66.6%				2/3	 66.7%			10/15	
Anthony*	 75	%					3/4	 25	%					1/4	 25%						1/4	 66.6%				2/3	 46.7%			7/15	





Julian	 100%				4/4	 100%				4/4	 50%					2/4	 66.6%				2/3	 80%				12/15	
Angelo	 100%				4/4	 100%				4/4	 100%				4/4	 66.6%				2/3	 93.3%				14/15	
Eleanor*	 100%				4/4	 50	%					2/4	 75	%					3/4	 100%					3/3	 80%							12/15	
Jordan*	 75	%					¾	 50	%					2/4	 25%						1/4	 66.6%				2/3	 53.3%					8/15	
	 	 	 	 	 	
Average	score	


















Paulina	 61.5	%	 66.7%	 +	5.2%	
Anthony*	 30.8	%	 46.7%	 +	15.9%	
Jackson	 61.5%	 66.7%	 +	5.2%	
Julian	 69.2%	 80%	 +	10.8%	
Angelo	 69.2%	 93.3%	 +	24.1%	
Eleanor*	 46.1%	 80%	 +	33.9%	























	 The	 largest	 percentage	 score	 difference	 for	 a	 student	 participant	 between	 their	
memory	 recall	 assessments	 for	 graphic	 novels	 and	 traditional	 novels	 was	 a	 33.9%	
difference.		The	student’s	score	differed	from	46.1%	on	the	traditional	novel	memory	recall	
assessment,	 to	 80%	 on	 the	 graphic	 novel	 memory	 recall	 assessment.	 	 The	 combined	
average	 percentage	 score	 difference	 among	 participants	 as	 a	 group	 was	 a	 difference	 of	
16.8%	from	the	traditional	novel	percentage	score	to	the	graphic	novel	percentage	score,	
with	 the	 graphic	 novel	 as	 the	 higher	 score.	 	 These	 results,	 when	 looking	 at	 my	 second	
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